BOYS*   WEEKLIES

boy (Tom Redwing), an important figure in this
class of story because he makes it possible for boys
from very poor homes to project themselves into
the public-school atmosphere.   In addition there
are Australian, Irish, Welsh, Manx, Yorkshire and
Lancashire boys to play upon local patriotism.   But
the subtlety of characterisation goes deeper than
this.   If one studies the correspondence columns
one sees that there is probably no character in the
Gem and Magnet whom some or other reader does
not identify with, except the out-and-out comics,
Coker, Billy Bunter, Fisher T. Fish (the money-
grubbling  American  boy),   and,   of course,   the
masters.   Bunter, though in his origin he probably
owed something to the fat boy in Pickwick, is a real
creation.   His tight trousers against which boots
and canes are constantly thudding, his astuteness in
search of food, his postal order which never turns
up, have made him famous wherever the Union
Jack waves.   But he is not a subject for day-dreams.
On the other hand, another seeming figure of fun,
Gussy (the Honourable Arthur A. D'Arcy, " the
swell of St. Jim's "), is evidently much admired.
Like everything else in the Gem and Magnet, Gussy
is at least thirty years out of date.   He is the
" knut" of the early twentieth century or even the
" masher " of the 'nineties (" Bai Jove, deah boy! "
and "Weally, I shall be obliged to give you a
feahful thwashin'! "), the monocled idiot who made
good on the fields of Mons and Le Gateau,   And his
evident popularity goes to show how deep the snob-
appeal of this type is.   English people  are ex-
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